
The Chip Flyer
Golden Horseshoe Woodturners Guild ! Burlington, Ontario

From the PresidentÕs notebook

Tis the Season!!
Yes time flies and we are get-
ting ready for Christmas al-
ready.  This monthÕs Hands-on 
will feature Christmas orna-
ments led by Fred Pflug and 
Michael Brazeau.  After seeing 
and trying the methods that 
will be demonstrated you will 
be ready to make ornaments 
over the summer and be well 
ahead of the rush of the season.

Our June meeting will feature 
the contest of ÒWhat is in a 
2x4Ó.  While the judges are 
reviewing the submissions we 
will show some of the video of 

David SpringettÕs demonstra-
tion at the end of April. 

For the Fall we will start our 
September meeting featuring 
Norm Kemp on Platters. Norm 
is preparing for his October 
show and has many items to 
share with us.  In October Paul 
Ross will demonstrate hollow 
turning.  In November, Gary 
Miller from London will be 
our demonstrator. 

Please return the demonstrator 
form.  We need this informa-
tion to plan Hands-on and the 
Demonstrator list for next year. 

A nominating committee of 
Mike Brazeau and George 
Daer has been formed to pro-
pose candidates for President, 
First Vice President, Treasurer,  
Member at Large and Hands-
on Coordinator.  Executive as-
sistants may be appointed by 
the Executive committee to 
assist an Officer in his duties.  
As you are approached to fill 
one of these positions consider 
that you get out what you put 
into a Guild.  

We are continuing to collect 
membersÕ photos for the Gal-
ley of Members.  See Peter 
Wright if your photo has not 
been taken.  (Check the web 
site at 
ghwg.ca 
for all 
the pic-
tures).

George Jacquemain
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Calendar  #see ghwg.ca for details$

! Jun 14 Making Christmas Ornaments: With Fred Phlug 

and Mike Brazeau

!  Jun 21	
 Competition: WhatÕs in a 2X4?

!  Sep 13 Hands on night. Lidded Boxes - Lead by Tom 

Hurst.

!  Sep 20 Making Platters :  Demonstration by Norm Kemp



May Demo - Ornamental Turning 101 with Henry Ensley

Henry started by telling us that he was self taught 
in this field, and had learnt most of the tech-
niques he used from the internet.  A book by T. 
D. Walshaw  ÒOrnamental TurningÓ was also 
very useful.

Henry wanted to dispel the two main myths asso-
ciated with ornamental turning - 1. ItÕs difficult, 
2.  ItÕs expensive.  Henry told us that it is no 
more difficult than hollow turning, and that most 
of the necessary tools can be made at home.  
(Last monthÕs demo warmed us up on that topic).

Basically, what is needed is:
1.  A lathe capable of indexing.  Found on most 
lathes these days, or easy to add as on option.
2.  A slide rest.  This allows the cutting tool to 
move in the X-Y plane such as is common on a 
metalwork lathe.  An X-Y vice can be used, or 
for small pieces, a metalwork lathe like the Taig 
lathe can be use, or again make one!
3.  The capacity to move the work, and/or the 
cutter eccentrically to the axis of the lathe.  For 
this eccentric chucks can be bought or made.

All ornamental turning is based on these three 
concepts - with endless elaboration!

Engine turning is a not too difficult way to start, 
and consists in its most basic form of making pat-
terned cuts into end grain.  The cuts can be deep-
ened to create shapes for boxes or other items.  
You pretty much need to make your own lathe for 
this as the headstock needs to be able to tilt from 
side to side while the piece turns.  As this uses 
cams (called rosettes, hence rose engine turning) 
mounted on a shaft, intricate patterns can be 
made.  The headstock will follow the shape of the 
cam by means of a ÒrubberÓ.  The rubber ca

Henry shows the rose engine tilting headstock and 
fol lower.  He is holding a vise with x!y capability

n be a roller bearing for low friction and rounded 
curves, or a pointed piece of hard wood for tight 
or internal corners.
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Because the work piece is moving very slowly, a 
more active cutting tool such as a Foredom 
grinder is needed to make the cuts.  Henry 
showed us the Foredom grinder holder he had 
made for this purpose.
The Foredom grinder holder.  Note that it can 
move in the x!y plane as well.

Another technique that Henry explained was that 
of Traversing Mandrel turning.  In this case, a 

swash plate is attached to the end of the lathe 
bed, which must be able to move back and forth.  
Again, you need to make a lathe to do this.  
However, as high turning speeds are generally 
not needed (or wanted), no motor or sophisticated 
bearings are needed.  You can find instructions on 
how to make these lathes at:
 ornamentalturners.org

If all this sounds fiendishly complex, Henry as-
sured us that it wasnÕt.  When someone asked 
when he found time to sleep, Henry did admit 
that he is somewhat ob-
sessed with the entire 
field - that helps!

By Peter Wright

            150TH CHAPTER  OF THE AMERICAN ASSOCIATION OF W OODTURNERS " JUNE 2007

" PAGE 3



Annual Spring Contest - What's in a 2X4?  June 21, 2007

Warm up your lathe, and get the creative juices flowing as well, because this year you have a specific 
challenge:

Submit your piece for judging at the June 21 regular meeting. There will be a $10 entry fee for each 
piece submitted. All entries will be judged by an independent judge outside the Guild, with the exception 
of the Turners Choice Award. The Turners Choice Award is voted on by the all Guild members present at 
the meeting. The piece that gets the most votes wins.

There are three categories: Novice, Intermediate and Open. Three prizes will be awarded in each cate-
gory as follows:
                                 1st  place $50.00 1 each category
                                 2nd place $30.00 1 each category
                                 3rd  place $20.00 1 each category
                                 1 prize of $50.00 will be awarded for the TurnerÕs Choice.

The general contest rules are:

NOVICE : ( I have been turning for 2 years or less)
INTERMEDIA TE : ( I have been turning for more than 2 years and less than 7 years)
OPEN : ( I have been turning more than 7 years) or ( I have been turning for less than 7 years, but 
choose to enter at this level).
NOTE: Any member that has won a competition class, automatically moves up to the next level.
 
1. A piece which has been entered in another guild competition or any Provincial, National, or Interna-

tional competition is not eligible for entry in a G.H.W.G. competition.
2. An entry must have been completed no more than 1 year prior to the date of entry of the current 

G.H.W.G. competition.
3. A competitor may enter 1 or more pieces in any one class.
4. In any one competition a theme or terms of reference will be established and all entries must meet 

the requirements of the theme and terms of reference.
5. If desired, entries may be accompanied by an approx. 1Ó x 3Ó place card which indicates the title of 

the piece. Such a card showing "Untitled" would be accepted as the title. There should be no identi-
fication or name of the participant either on the place card or on the actual piece. If the name of 
competitor is signed on the piece, the name must be Each entry will be assigned a competition num-
ber and be exhibited in the appropriate class.

6. A competitor who is unsure of which class to compete in, should consult with the competition 
chairman, before completing the entry form.
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7. All entries must have been substantially turned on a lathe. Finishing should be of high quality and 
may include dye, stain, paint, lacquer, oil, wax or any other suitable finishing product.

The challenge:   WhatÕs in a 2X4?   Here are the specific theme rules:

1. Start with 8' of 2X4 of any readily available domestic species of wood.
2. Actual starting dimensions are 1 1/2" X 3 1/2" X 8'.
3.  One species only per submission. 
4.  You may enter as many times as you wish ($10.00 per entry)
5. One 8Õ 2X4 is one entry regardless of how many pieces you turn from it (i.e. 200 pens is one entry)
6. You may cut, segment, bend, glue or manipulate the wood in any way you wish.
7. The wood may be coloured (dyed, stained, painted...) any way you wish.
8. You may add hardware (hinges, handles, potpourri lid...etc.) of a different material (metal, plastic 

etc.).
9. You may not include wood hardware unless it is milled from the original 2X4.
10.You may not mix species.
11.You may not add more wood for any reason.
12.You may not replace the volume of wood that was removed during machining .i.e. ...sawdust, shav-

ings, etc.
13.You may replace wood that was machined wrong or broke during machining however, the replace-

ment wood must match exactly the size, shape, dimensions and species of the discarded segment of 
wood. 

14.The piece being replaced must be discarded and can not be included in whole or in part on the fin-
ished work.

Arrow through the glass.  A technique 
demonstrated by David Springett, and 
reproduced here by Ken McCuaig
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We are the World by Malcolm 
Cumming

            150TH CHAPTER  OF THE AMERICAN ASSOCIATION OF W OODTURNERS " JUNE 2007

" PAGE 6



9/04/05 Evening Demo. With Jimmy Clewes     

VHS #2215 (approx. 21/2 hours)

The GHWG first evening demonstration intro-
duced us to Jimmy Clewes (a very personable 
young English woodturner) turning an unsup-
ported long stemmed goblet & an artistic colored 
bowl piece. JimmyÕs philosophy is to love 
woodturning, use any means at your disposal to 
accomplish a task, while having fun doing it.  

The goblet is started between centers (always 
turn fast for safety & results), turned a round, and 
a tenon applied to one end. Jimmy claims to use 
all senses while wood turning and cutting the 
way that the wood wants to be cut (speed, feed, 
tool safety & cutting technique with sharp tools). 
The wood is reverse chucked, tightened twice in 
the chuck, and the outside of the goblet bowl par-
tially shaped with !Ó long grind gouge. The in-
side of the bowl is started with a parting tool, 
roughed out, and completed with a bowl gouge. 
The inside is then sanded with 240 Ð 600 grit, 
and finished with spray lacquer.

The outside of the goblet bowl is completed fol-
lowing the inside shape and finished. The tapered 
stem is step cut, finish cut, and finished in sec-
tions. A captive ring is cut, the base shaped, fin-
ished and finally undercut with a parting tool to 
complete the project.

The decorative piece will end up as a colored fly-
ing saucer shaped bowl with a small inlay of sil-
ver leaf in the center recess. The blank com-
mences on a screw chuck to be squared up and a 
tenon cut. Jimmy then roughs out the underside 
by drawing the gouge towards him, but finishes 
with push cut followed by power sanding, 
sprayed with denatured alcohol to raise the grain, 
fired, finish sanded, and sprayed with lacquer.

After reverse chucking the top is cut to match the 
bottom and sanded up to 600 grit. Using pow-
dered aniline dyes mixed with alcohol Jimmy 
applies blue, green, and yellow coats consecu-
tively sanding firing and between coats and ap-
plying the dyes to obtain specific highlights. The 
colors are then blended with an alcohol spray. 
The hole is cut in the centre and sanded to perfec-
tion followed by an ap-
plication of glue and 
silver strips. The hole is 
outlined with marker 
and completed with a 
spray lacquer.

A very entertaining and 
informative video.

 P.J. OÕBrien

            150TH CHAPTER  OF THE AMERICAN ASSOCIATION OF W OODTURNERS " JUNE 2007

" PAGE 7



For Sale or Purchase                    Free service to members - Just contact the editor

For sale by Malcolm Cumming

 (malcolmmc@cogeco.ca):

Handmade woodlathe for sale
16.5" swing
60" between centers
Spindle 1"-8 tpi #2 taper

3/4 Hp 1725 rpm 110 v
4 speeds
5",8",12",+9" curved tool rests
2 face plates
Spur drive and live center
The ways are 8" x 2.5" laminated hard Maple
The head and tailstock are 6x6 laminated hard Maple.
$300. or offer
 Trade for high end kayak

Show and Tell ! May

Ken McCaig, Peter Hyde, 
Malcolm Cumming and 
Glenn Osborne  show their 
work ! check out the web 
site for more details.
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In the Ôy ou ma y be interestedÕ sectionÉ

The folks at the Beamsville Fair have again invited GHWG to demon-
strate the art of woodturning to fairgoers.

The event runs Friday, September 7, Saturday September 8, and 
Sunday, September 9, 2007.

Turners interested in spending some time at a lathe during the fair 
should contact Geraldine Kelter at the June meetings for more de-
tails.

Geraldine's contact info:  gkelter@becon.org or 905-563-4166
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Executive Committee

PRESIDENT

 George    
Jacquemain

 519!756!3314
PRES@GHWG.CA

" "
FIRST VP

Ken Keates 

fvp@ghwg.ca

SECOND VP

Al M urphy

905!562!3875

svp@ghwg.ca

TREASURER

John Dabbs

905!575!7593

SECRETARY

Rick Cullis

EXECUTIVE ASSISTANT

Vacant

MEMBER  AT LARGE

Vacant

CHIP  FLYER & 
WEB SITE

Peter Wright

905!203!2008

web@ghwg.ca

MEMBERSHIP

Peter Midgely

members@ghwg.ca
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