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Christmas Raffle
Tickets $10 or 3 for $25

Do not have to be present to win
Prizes awarded in order listed:
1. Trend Airshield Pro
2. Stihl MSE 140 Elec. Chain Saw
3. Oneway Talon Chuck
4. Easy Start Rougher & Finisher
5. 3M Faceshield
6. Birds Eye Platter Blank
7. Walnut Bowl Blank
8. Cherry Bowl Blank
9. Birds Eye Spindle Blank

10. Minwax Sample Pack
Plus - Misc. Additional Blanks




THE CHRISTMAS COMPETITION RULES
DECEMBER 12, 2013

1. There are THREE) CLASSES for the competition defined as follows:

a)NOVICE CLASS:
Is a beginner turner who has been turning fpeds or less. If a novice turner wirts frize in
a GHWG competition, that competitor must move ® ltitermediate Class

b) INTERMEDIATE CLASS.
Is any turner who has turned for more than&ge If an Intermediate competitor wirts 1
prize in a GHWG competition, that competitor musive to the Open Class

c) OPEN CLASS:
Is any competitor who wishes to enter a moreskcompetition.

2. In order to give more recognition to spindle kvand finely crafted smaller pieces, within each

CLASS there will be TWO (2CATEGORIES.

CATEGORY ONE
CATEGORY ONE will encompass larger work including bowls, plasteopen or lidded ves-
sels, vases, and larger forms; anything that woatdit in a 4” square by 8” high box.

CATEGORY TWO
CATEGORY TWO will encompass pieces utilizing mainly spindleniag (4” x 8"box ig-
nored), lidded boxes, or smaller pieces that wéitilal4” square by 8” high box. Examples of
CATEGORY TWO could be: wands, walking sticks, Christmas ornasdidded boxes with
or without finials, small lidded vessels.
Theentrant has final word on in which category the pieceoif¢ entered.

3. An entry must have been completed no more thggaf prior to the date of entry of the current
GHWG competition. (since December, 2012)

4. A competitor may enter a maximum of two (2) pe@ any on€LASS.

5. In this competition there is no entry fee.

6. If desired, entries may be accompanied by a31'idace card which indicates the title of thegaie

7. The piece entered must not have the compstitame or any other identifying mark on the item
or on any card indicating the title. If the piesesigned the name must be covered or the piece will
be disqualified.

8. Each entry will be assigned an entry numberextibited in the appropriateLASS, andCATE-
GORY. Once placed by the Committee, no entry may besthexcept by the Committee, or it
shall be removed from the competition.

9. A competitor who is unsure of whi€@LASS to compete in, should consult with the competition
chairman. (Noel Beach, Membership Secretary)

10. All entries must include a turned componermt @@y be functional, or artistic, or any combinatio
thereof.

The entries submitted may be any form, or shameinated or segmented wood may be used.
Finishes should be of high quality and may incldge, stain, paint, lacquer, oil, wax, or any other
suitable finishing product. Similarly, various atic techniques including carving, texturing, metal
leaf, acrylic, fabric paint, etc. may be used.

11. Theme: This will be an open competition int #way wood, domestic or exotic, or a combination of
them may be used.

12. The judging of this competition will be done lgllot cast by the guests of Golden Horseshoe
Woodturners Guild members present at the Decen8 €hristmas Party.

13.  Prizes will consist of1 2" and & place ribbons for eadBLASS andCATEGORY.
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Reporter: John Phillips

The inaugural general meeting of the new Fall Sea-
son for GHWG presented Ralph Swan of MINWAX
as the featured Demonstrator. Ralph is a seasoned
professional and used his extensive knowledge of
the craft of wood finishing to present an engaging
overview of current practices featuring the extensive
MINWAX product line.

Focusing on finishing practice as applied principally
to flatwork, Swan provided what was a good general
refresher for the more experienced in the group
while simultaneously providing a useful introduction
to the novices among us. This was no mean feat,
navigated with a combination of good humor and
adroit handling of inquiries from the audience.

Beginning with surface preparation, Swan outlined several challenges including removing the old
finish, if any, dealing with moisture (finish both surfaces), and the use of products like paint/varnish
remover and wood filler, and removal of residue. Although little attention was paid per se to the fine
art of sanding in surface preparation, the use of sanding sealer and conditioner was discussed es-
pecially in regard to their utility in facilitating sanding and stain application, respectively. It is note-
worthy that, with some exceptions, neither of these products sees wide use in wood turning. Are we
missing something here? (General preference by wood turners for hardwoods, as opposed to more
porous and absorptive softwoods may be part of the reason.)

Moving on to finishing products, Swan talked extensively about “Oil-type” Finishes. He was em-
phatic in stating that “oil-based products are not going away.” Here, (I'm editorializing) navigating the
obfuscating language of the industry is as much a challenge as skill in application. Danish oil, An-
tique oil, Tung oil, Teak oil. Figuring out what these generic products actually contain is next to im-
possible, MSDS declarations notwithstanding. Tung oil may or may not actually contain any tung oil,
Teak oil can be used on virtually any open-pored hardwood and Antique oil is not just for “antiques.”
For all we know, the actual compositions of these variously-labelled products could all be identical.

Nomenclature issues not withstanding, oil-type finishes bathe in the serenity of easy application, and
require little knowledge aside from the instructions given on the can. Bravo! For novices, paying
special attention to the tendency of some woods, especially large-pore hardwoods like oak, ash,
mahogany, and elm, to continue to bleed finish from these pores long after application and wipe off
is important. Oil bleed can result in difficult-to-remove shiny spots which can mar that coveted soft,
low lustre appearance that only a well applied oil finish can give. Swan gave many examples of oil-
type finishes and provided useful tips for navigating the shoals of product nomenclature.

3! + 3!'B .I$



)!  F GB= 2/ 5

The final major class of wood finishing products addressed by
Swan was the topcoat. In contrast to the oil-type finishes, top
coats lie largely, though not exclusively, on the wood surface.
Here, with the exception of the so-called wiping varnishes, brush-
ing technique becomes paramount in laying the finish on the sur-
face of the wood. The on-the-wood character of these finishes
allows one the build a multilayered finish which, when properly
applied, is unsurpassed in tactile, optical and sensory appeal.
The top coat field has led the way in low VOC water-based prod-
uct development which challenges continued use of the more
classical solvent-based products. Many woodworkers, including
turners, welcome the introduction of these low environmental im-
pact products but find their actual adoption in practice to lag well
behind their theoretical appeal.

As alluded to above, the so-called wiping varnishes, specifically Wipe-on-Poly (WOP), is an on-
the-wood finish with an easy mode of application. Applied in thin coats with virtually any kind of
applicator (soft cloth, sponge, steel wool, brush), this is a versatile product that approximates the
ease of application of oil-type finishes. Depending on the wood, application can range from single
to multiple coats. Because each application is usually wiped off prior to drying, the build of multiple
coats is very slow, but can be worth the effort. Because of its versatility, durability and ease of ap-
plication, his finish has gained widespread application in the turning community.

In winding things up, Swan talked about a specialty product which should be of interest to wood
turners, namely MINWAX Wood Hardener. By penetrating into then hardening wood softened by
spalting, this product promises to bring spalted wood specimens otherwise deemed too soft to
turn into the realm of useable material. As such, it challenges another product, PolyAll 2000,
which does work but with the disadvantage of being a 2-solution product which is mixed immedi-
ately prior to use. Many turners, including myself, are eager to try this product. Perhaps we will
see some of the successes at Show & Tell.

During the course of his presentation, Swan offered many tips and insights which in total were too
numerous to record or report here (see next page). As wood turners, we will face the task of trans-
lating his many lessons to our specific turning applications, a task made easier through a well
“finished” presentation by an accomplished and knowledgeable wood finisher.

Swan ended his presentation by presenting, on behalf of MINWAX, a gift assortment of MINWAX
products to be offered as a prize in one of the club’s upcoming events. Thank you, MINWAX! And
Thank You, Ralph!
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Golden Horseshoe Woodturners Guild Presents
Michael & Cynthia Gibson
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