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Reporter: Mike Brazeau 
 
On Saturday, March 29 we hosted Michael Hosaluk for an 
all day demonstration.  This day started with a conversa-
tion he and I had at the 25th AAW Symposium in St. Paul, 
MN in June 2011 about a possible SW Ontario tour.  Andy 
picked up the ball early in the fall of 2013, contacted Mi-
chael and put a huge amount of effort into organizing his 
week and two weekends here with us and other clubs.  He 
demonstrated at our guild, Toronto Woodturners, Kawartha 
for an evening, three Hands-on days which Andy hosted, 
Thames Valley in London and lastly at Grey Bruce in Kin-
cardine on April 6th.  It was worth the work!  Many of the 
40+ people in attendance told me it was the best demon-
strator day they had attended.  Comments about the 
Hands-on sessions were equally good.  Thank you Andy, 
for all the hard work in preparing and executing and to 
Charles Jordan for wood preparation for the demonstration and Hands-on. 

 
Michael stated that two premises he lives by are 
to always use clean cutting form and to have a 
reverence for wood.  Michael said that in Sas-
katchewan he gets to turn Birch or Birch or 
Birch, so was happy to have some other hard-
woods to work with. He started the day with a 
turned doorstop, actually two when they are 
sawn apart.  He then turned a ladle which 
started as a ball on the end of a handle.  This 
was mounted in a jamb chuck socket made from 
fresh wood and hollowed. He also made a cook-
ing spatula from fresh maple, heated in a micro-
wave and bent in a simple lazy S form made 

from a piece of spruce 2x4 by clamping and 
leaving until cool.  Next was a very thin walled 
bowl from some fresh maple that incorporated 
feet.  Feet are made by turning a base rim pro-
file about ¼” thick and then carving away most 
of it leaving three feet.  Michael puts a small ply-
wood disk in the bowl mouth while drying to 
minimize distortion. 
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A twisty box was next on the list.  This technique, where 
a form is sawn on 45 degree angles and reassembled 
and glued, then hand sanded, is also used to make the 
spouts for his famous teapots.  Michael brought along a 
variety of his work that ranges in whimsical content and 
talked about the inspiration for his work.  He uses a vari-
ety of techniques to enhance bowls ranging from birch 
bark applied to the exterior of a bowl, thick gel acrylics for 
texture dabs, carving and beading and nut shells glued to 
the exterior and amazing use of colour.  He is extremely 
aware of nature and how it’s grandeur can be applied to 

his work. Michael brought along some of the 
tools that he sells including Signature Spin-
dle Gouge by Thompson tools, his handles, 
which have been widely copied and adapters 
that can be inserted in wooden handles you 
make. They quickly sold out and orders were 
taken. If you have not already visit his web-
site at www.michaelhoslauk.com His DVD is 
really a bargain as it is two DVD’s.  It truly 
was an amazing day! 
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