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THE CHIP FlYER
From the President’s Notebook

Keith Robinson

Coming up

Jan 14 
Meeting via Zoom. 

Jan 21
First Virtual

Woodshow for paid up
members

regular meeting before their demonstrations.   GHWG has agreed to participate.  We will hold our regular
meeting at 7:00pm and then be able to switch into their demnstration scheduled for 7:30pm.  We will send out 
the access code to all paid up members.  The demonstrator for January is Ken Rude.  

At a recent Executive meeting, we agreed to purchase Wild Apricot, a database program which will allow us
to manage our membership, finances and web page.  It will greatly improve our ability to provide members
with information on our activities.  It is very user friendly allowing even the most challenged computer user
easy access.  It will permit online payments to the Guild for membership dues or workshop fees or purchases
of wood, to name a few.  It will improve our Web page and bring it into the 21st Century!  I am looking
forward to its implementation, which we hope to have up and running  

Happy New Year to all our Guild members from your President and your
Executive.  We have made it through 2020 and we are all looking forward to a
much improved 2021.  Everyone is hopeful that the vaccines will put the run on
Covid-19 and we can start to get back to something resembling normal.  2021
will bring hope for everyone.  It may be slow, but I can see a much better
summer.  

The Guild has been active, although strictly on Zoom. The last few meetings
have been well attended and topics and conversation has been interesting and
lively.  If you have not made it to one of the Zoom meetings, I encourage you to
attend.  January will have two Zoom meetings cooinciding with our usual
Thrusday meetings.  January 14, 2021 will be a regular Zoom meeting with a
topic of: “What did you get for Christmas?”  Time to show off your booty!
January 21, 2021 will be a special Zoom meeting hosted by The Woodworking
Shows.  They have developed a program/series of demonstrations and have
invited all the Guilds to participate. Additionaly, they will host the Guild regular  

by February.  I must thank Dave Senecal for taking the time and
effort to bring this program to the Guild.  Our old Website will be
archived and we are yet uncertain what we will be able to access in
the future.  Some things will be moved over to the new Website, and
with that in mind, I would like to know if there are specific things
you would like us to try and keep in our new Website.  If you have
ideas, please send them to me.  

And of course, I still have wood blanks for sale at very reasonable
rates.  The more you buy the less I have in my storage!!!
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Membership Fees

I would like to bring back the President’s Challenge for January.  We can show the items at our January 14
Zoom meeting and a winner can be picked from those folks participating.  

President’s Challenge January 2021: A finial.

Keith Robinson
President GHWG

GHWG Membership Deadline

Happy New Year to all of our GHWG members! I’m pretty sure we all were glad to turn the page on 2020! We
are so grateful for your continued support throughout this pandemic and the limitations it has placed on our
guild activities. As the Pfizer and Moderna vaccines roll out across Canada, we are all hopeful that we will be
able to enjoy in-person meetings, demos, and workshops at some point in 2021.

Thank you to all the 70+ individual and family members who paid their 2021 membership dues before our  last
December Zoom meeting and were eligible for the Early Bird Draw. Joe love and Phil Pickles were the lucky
winners and each will receive a refund of their 2021 fees.

That leaves about 50 of you who have yet to renew. The deadline for renewal is January 21, 2021.
After that date, you will no longer have access to our on-line activities. The late renewal fee beyond that date
will be $60. I sincerely hope that each of you will continue your guild membership and be ready to go when
we resume “normal” activities. We value the participation of each one of you.

You can renew by credit card or e-transfer. If you wish to use a credit card, just call me at 905-920-0720 with
your information and you will receive a receipt by email. If you prefer to pay through your bank, contact Tom
last at ‘treasurer@ghwg.ca’ and he will facilitate the transfer. You will be asked for a security question to
which the answer must be “woodturner”.

I hope that you all will be able join us in 2021!

Sandy Zimmerman
Membership Secretary
members@ghwg.ca
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Membership renewals.

This year, the Guild is embarking on a number of initiatives as outlined in the President’s message. These
initiatives will be available to paid up members, so it is important for you to make sure your membership is
paid up to date.  Remember - if you didnt pay in 2020, then you are most likely not paid up for 2021.  If
you have any concerns or questions about your membership status, please contact Sandy Zimmerman at
members@ghwg.ca and she will be able to answer your query.

On February 11th the Guild has arranged an Interactive Remote Demonstration for paid up members.  This
demonstration will be given by Dennis Belcher and is entitled “Good wood cracks”.  Dennis will be showing
how he turns cracks into embellishments.

Here are some details about Dennis from his website.

“I found the lathe a tool that kindled my passions. The ability
to use my hands and eyes to form an object seen only in my
mind is a marvelous thing. The sing of wood curls coming off
a green log is a music that cries for more. The road of how do
I do what I see in my mind, to a growing awareness of shape,
color and form is an all engaging path.

Clearly I am on that road of artistic awareness and
development. Where that road leads me I do not know, but I
do know that it is an incredibly pleasurable journey.

Dennis Belcher
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Virtual Woodshow Demo - Thursday, Jan 21st.

As Keith mentioned in his President’s message, there is a
virtual woodshow demonstration on Jan 21st that is
available to all paid-up members.  The demonstrator for this
will be Ken Rude, owner of Branches to Bowls in Calgary,
AB.  Ken is the Canadian Distributor for Vickmark lathes
and a dealer for Carter & Sons toolworks. In addition, he is
a dealer for ClearVue dust collection cyclones and
accessories.

In light of the President’s challenge, here is a video link to youtube and an article on designing and
turning finials.

https://youtu.be/OrwvgAIHXPA
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Designing and Turning Finials 
Jim Terry  Winston-Salem, NC 

 

Purpose of the Finial: 

By definition the finial is a foliated ornament forming an upper extremity. The finial should complement the vessel and 
not be overpowering. It should blend with the lines of the vessel. Therefore the vessel and finial should be designed 
together. This is where a drawing can be beneficial. It is much easier to erase and redraw until the design looks good. 

be tempted to include too many elements in a finial. Concentrate on creating elements that are well formed, 
crisp and elegant.  

Selecting the Wood for the Finial: 

The wood used for a finial must be a close grain wood. Ebony, Maple, Holly and Cherry are some of the suitable woods. 
A contrasting color of wood is often used; however a finial of the same wood as the vessel can also work. Light color 
woods can be dyed to create contrast. 

Attaching the Finial to the Vessel: 

The finial is often glued to the vessel or to the collar if they are separate pieces. If the vessel is a hollow form that is not 
a container, there is little reason to have the finial removable. If the finial is not glued, it should be a tight fit so there is 
no chance of it falling out when the vessel is handled. A removable finial is generally less delicate than is described 
here and often becomes a handle for a lid to a container or box.  

Mounting the Blank: 

There are various methods of mounting a blank on the lathe for turning. The method by which the finial will be 
attached to the vessel may dictate the best method of mounting. In most cases a blank will be mounted between 
centers to create a tenon on one end so the blank can be mounted in a chuck for final turning. 

If the finial and collar are turned as one piece, the blank can be mounted between centers and a tenon created that 
will fit in the vessel and be used to mount in a chuck. 

If the finial and collar are separate pieces, the tenon that fits in the collar is much smaller and will have to be formed 
last. A larger tenon should be formed on a blank that is 1 to 1 ½ longer that the final finial. The finial will be turned with 
1/2 to 3/4 inch of extra material next to the chuck jaws. When the finial is complete, a parting tool or bedan is used to 
form a tenon of 1/4 or 3/8 inch to fit into the collar. 

Turning the Finial: 

Once mounted in the chuck, the tailstock should be used for support while the blank is turned to a taper that is slightly 
larger than each planned element of the finial. The elements of the finial should get progressively smaller toward the 
tip of the finial. Once the tailstock is removed, each element is completed beginning with the top element. Each 
element should be completed including any required sanding before moving to the next element. A small toolrest such 
as the 6 inch low profile Robust will allow an underhand grip so your fingers can support the finial. 

Sharp tools are a necessity. A small fingernail grind detail gouge, 3/8 or 1/4 inch with a 30 degree bevel works well. 
Having the tool mounted in a short handle can help. A handle that allows much of the steel to be slid back in the 
handle allows you to grip the gouge closer to the toolrest. Long handles on tools are harder to control when making 
fine detail cuts. A small tool with a sharp point like a skew is useful in creating fine detail. If you are proficient with a 
small skew it can be useful on straight sections of the finial. The main thing is to find the tools you are comfortable 
with and become proficient using them. 

Sanding Finials: 

Good turning techniques can minimize the need for sanding. When possible, restrict sanding to the higher grits (320 to 
1000). A nice detail can be destroyed quickly when touched with sandpaper. Use small pieces of sandpaper, folded as 
necessary, sanding only the straight horizontal portions. Be sure to support the finial with your fingers when sanding. 
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Finishing the Finial: 

A completed finial can be sprayed with light coats of lacquer until a wet look is achieved. Be careful not to get runs. 
Finishes that can be applied on the lathe often are applied element by element as the finial is turned. Some of these 
finishes include wax and gel poly. Finishes like friction polish can be difficult to apply without damaging delicate 
elements. Applying a dye also requires care. Avoid use of any dye that will raise the grain since you probably will not be 
able to sand effectively. I prefer to use Alcohol based TransTint applied while the finial is on the lathe and I can 
carefully smooth any blemishes. Use lacquer not Krylon over TransTint!  
 

Procedure for Turning a 5 inch Finial with 3 Basic Elements 

Select a blank 6 inches long and sufficient diameter to include the collar of the 
vessel. 

Mount the blank between centers and round the blank with a roughing gouge. 
Create a tenon on the tailstock end to fit into scroll chuck jaws (typically step or #1 
jaws). This tenon should also be sized to fit the opening in the top of the vessel. 
Remove and test the fit as necessary. The base of the collar should be formed at this 
point since the chuck jaws will limit access to this part of the collar. Care should be 
taken to insure that the shape of the collar blends with the curve at the top of the vessel. Only form the portion of the 
collar that will not be able to be accessed once it is placed in a chuck taking care not to reduce the diameter and 
weaken the blank.  

Remove the blank from between centers and mount the tenon in the chuck. Carefully bring up the tailstock watching 
where the pin of the live center strikes the point left by the drive center when the 
blank was mounted between centers. If this is not a perfect match, pressure from the 
tailstock will slightly shift the blank in the chuck jaws and may jeopardize the grip of 
the chuck jaws once the tailstock is removed. If you are using a OneWay live center 
the center pin can be removed otherwise you can take a small wood disc and place it 
between the point of the live center and the blank when you bring up the live center. 

The next step is to look at the blank and think about where each element will be 
created in the blank. Determine the diameter of the largest element excluding the 

collar. In this case it will be the bulb (asymmetrical bead) or sometimes called the onion. With the concept of the 
desired finial in mind, using a roughing gouge taper the diameter of the blank toward the tailstock getting rid of as 
much stock as possible while support is provided by the tailstock. The diameter just short of the live center should be 
about the way to the live center, about 1/4 inch of waste will 
eventually be cut off. The diameter of the taper at the maximum point of the bulb should be approximately 1 1/8 inch. 

Now is a good time to talk about the turning tools that are useful for turning finials and how they are used. A small 
detail gouge (either a 1/4 or 3/8 inch) with a long fingernail grind and with the bevel sharpened at about 30   
degrees is desirable. This detail gouge should have a short handle with only 3 or 4 inches of steel extending out of the 
handle. A small roughing gouge is handy for removing larger amounts of wood. If you are comfortable with a skew, a 
1/4 inch round skew is handy for forming the long taper of the bulb. A smaller round skew (3/16 inch or smaller) with a 
long grind yielding a long sharp point is very handy for getting clean cuts in the bottom of a V. These skews are easily 
homemade with a 4 to 6 inch piece of high speed steel. Rubbing the bevel of the detail gouge is a definite requirement 
to avoid a catch that can ruin the finial.  Most cuts with the detail gouge are slicing cuts using a cutting edge to the 
right or left of the point with the bevel rubbing. When starting a cove, remember to keep the flute in the direction of 
the cut with the cutting edge vertical to avoid having the gouge skew to the one side or the other.  
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Since most of the finial is turned without use of the tailstock, additional 
support from the left hand (this description for right handed turners) is necessary. 
This support is critical since you have up to 5 inches of unsupported material and 
the grip in the jaws can easily be shifted. If this happens after you have completed 
part of the finial, it may be nearly impossible to get the tip of the finial to run true. 
This support is achieved with a small toolrest using an underhand grip with the left 
hand. The toolrest should be placed with the post to the right of the area to be 
turned so the left hand can be placed under the rest with the fingers providing 
support to the back of the finial. Since the fingers of the left hand are supporting the wood, only the thumb is above 
the toolrest to guide the tool. This is where the short tool is helpful, allowing the right hand to be close to the toolrest 
providing maximum control. 

The next step is to get rid of the 1/4 inch or so of waste while you are forming the tip of the 
finial. Now that the tailstock has been removed, the left hand will be supporting the work. 
Carefully make downhill cuts toward the tip until the waste is removed. Form the point of the 
tip about 5 inches from the base of the collar. 

 

 The tip should be about 1/4 inch in diameter with slight concave shape toward the 
tip with slight convex cuts on the back of the tip. Keep the detail of the tip clean.  

 

The next element is a couple of discs which are 
also about 1/4 inch in diameter and about 1/4 
inch back from the tip. This is where you make a V or cove cut to form each disc. 
Start the cut with the cutting edge vertical and the flute left or right to avoid the 
gouge skewing to one side when the cutting edge touches the wood. Don

edge of each disc with the bevel of the tool. About 1/8 inch between the discs is nice. 
A tiny skew with a long point held with the point down can be used to get a clean V 

between the discs. One method of getting clean sharp edges on the discs is to leave the diameter proud of the final 
diameter and make the final cove cut by starting the cut on one side of the 
disc and cutting across to the other side.  

 

Now determine where the largest diameter of the bulb will occur (about 3 
inches from the last disc) and either mark that point or using a parting tool 
reduce the diameter just proud of the desired diameter of about 1 inch.  

 

 

 

Now start forming the long part of the bulb remembering to make cuts downhill 
with grain of the wood. Work from the tip back. If you are comfortable with a 
skew, a 1/4 inch round skew can be handy making the long taper of the bulb. Once 
you have the long taper formed but short of the final form start some cove cuts 
toward the collar to form the base of the bulb. This is where you can take a look at 
the form of the bulb and make the necessary cuts to get a good form.  



150th Chapter of the American Association of Woodturners January 2021

Designing and Turning Finials 
  

Page 4 of 4 
 

Now is the time to stop and sand the taper of the bulb. The tip and the discs should 
not require any sanding. If the cuts have been relatively clean sanding may be able 
to start with 320 or possibly 220 and progress up to 800 or 1000. Always provide 
support with the left hand to prevent stress being applied that could fracture the 
thin portions of the finial. 

 

The last element is a cove between the base 
of the bulb and the collar. This element requires basic cove cuts always cutting 
downhill. A small fillet makes a nice transition between the cove and the base of 
the bulb. A second fillet makes a nice transition to the collar. This only leaves the 
task of completing the collar by blending the cuts started when the work was 
between centers into the lower fillet. Take care when making cuts close to the 
chuck jaws. Complete any required sanding at this point taking care not to 
destroy the clean edges of the fillets. 

If the natural color of the wood is to be the final color an application of gel poly can be applied while the finial is on the 
lathe or a coat of spray lacquer can be applied after it is removed. If a spray can of lacquer is used, hold the finial about 
16 inches away and spray with quick bursts taking care not to get runs. If the finial is to be dyed black, TransTint can be 
mixed with alcohol and applied on the lathe. Once the dye has dried, a dull matt and slightly grainy finish may remain. 
A careful smoothing may be required. A small piece of paper towel may be sufficient but 
800 or 1000 grit paper may be required to restore the surface. A second application of 
dye may be required if the buffing removed some of the dye.  An application of spray 
lacquer may now be applied off the lathe.  

   
  

   

 

             Completed Finial 
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Wanted:

Suzanne Wood has a friend looking for the following two items.  If you can help, please use contact
information below.

1). Beaver 6 inch disk and belt sander. 

2). 115v 1/2 or 1 hp motor.

contact info: Dennis Calmeira - 647-993-9174

9

Mini lathe wanted

My son-in-law and granddaughter make working replicas(?!?!) of historic swords. Till now he has carved
handles, but would like to at least partially turn them instead.  Can you please ask the membership if anyone
has a mini lathe for sale?   Ideally it would have a 1" x 8tpi drive with a #2 morse taper at both headstock and
tailstock, but we're willing to consider any bench top model if the price is reasonable.
People can communicate with me directly,

Ozzie Tatone - email: otatone@hotmail.com

Information wanted:

If anyone has any information on converting a Nova 16-24 lathe to variable speed, David Senecal would be
very interested to hear.  There is a conversion kit for this lathe from Nova, but it is very expensive and not
available in Canada, plus suppliers will not ship to Canada - it is believed that the unit is not CSA approved??

If anyone can help, please contact David Senecal at davidr.senecal@gmail.com
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For Sale:

For Sale: Two Nova Chucks.  One is an older Super Nova and the other is a G3.  Both have #2 Jaws sets and
inserts for 1-1/4” x 8.

Price $225.00 for both.

Please contact Brent Beachroft at bcbeacroft@gmail.com
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Chip Flyer Sponsors....

6566 Sixteen Road, Smithville
http://woodshedlumber.com/

(905) 957-3933 
woodshedlumber@gmail.com

Once you get yourself to Smithville, ON, along the
beautiful Niagara escarpment, head south out of town

along Port Davidson Road. Take a right at Sixteen
Road (west) and we're about 300m down on the left.

Looking for quality lumber or specialty wood you just can’t find at the big box stores?
• Domestic & Exotic woods, kiln dried lumber and turning blanks.
• We recently recieved hundreds of exotic rounds & squares for turning from Mexico &
South America

11
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If you think you have a way with words, we could use your skills and talents. You may have a number of interesting techniques and
tips you could turn into an article for the Chip Flyer. If you are interested, contact Tony at communications@ghwg.ca

Executive Committee:

President . . . . . . . .Keith Robinson  . . .pres@ghwg.ca
First VP   . . . . . . .Brian Ashton  . . . . .fvp@ghwg.ca
Second VP  . . . . . .Brent Beacroft  . . . .svp@ghwg.ca
Communications  .Tony Osman  . . . . . .communications@ghwg.ca
Membership  . . . . .Sandy Zimmerman .members@ghwg.ca
Hands-On  . . . . . . .Peter Morrill . . . . . .hands-on@ghwg.ca
Treasurer . . . . . . . .Tom last  . . . . . . . .treasurer@ghwg.ca
Secretary  . . . . . . .Scott Millard  . . . . .secretary@ghwg.ca
Photographer  . . . .Maurice Solar . . . . .photos@ghwg.ca
Members at large Suzanne Wood  . . . .memberatlarge1@ghwg.ca
 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Hugh Widdup  . . . . .memberatlarge2@ghwg.ca
 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Maurice Solar . . . . .memberatlarge4@ghwg.ca
 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Scott Tipping  . . . . .memberatlarge5@ghwg.ca


