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THE CHIP FLYER
From the President’s Notebook

Keith Robinson

Coming up

Nov 14th Hands on and
Woodturning 101

Nov 21st Stockroom Supply
demonstrating Record

products

In anticipation of the Festive Season, and our Christmas Party,  our Hands-on meeting on Nov. 14th  will
include demonstrations of Christmas Ornaments.  

The regular meeting on Nov. 21st  will have Stockroom Supply coming to demonstrate some new products,
including the Record Chucks and a new Record Lathe they are now handling.  

Halloween was a very scary night, lots of ghouls and monsters out battling the
howling winds and rain!  I stayed comfy inside my house!  Fall is truly here, the
leaves have all turned beautiful colours of reds, golds, yellows and browns.  Most
adorn our lawns and roads now and heralds the coming of winter.  

November has two significant events happening for the Guild.  The first is the
Hamilton Woodworkers Show on Nov. 8-10 at the Ancaster Fairgrounds.  This
year Lee Valley Tools is partnering with us by providing six Rikon Lathes for our
turners to use.  We really appreciate Lee Valley helping us to promote our Guild
at the Show.  We have a number of members who will be out turning and I
encourage members to come out to the show and cheer on your fellow turners.  

The second happens on November 9, when we host Nick Agar for a Saturday
demonstration.  He will be showing us his signature iconic Celtic bowl and then
embellishing both the bowl and a platter using various texturing tools.  It will be
a great demo and I hope everyone who is able can attend.  

And the Guild is planning our Christmas Party for Dec. 5, to be held
at the EPUC upper gymnasium.  Brian and Sue Ashton will be
catering a roast beef dinner with the trimmings.  My hat is off to
them for taking this on for the Guild.  We also have our traditional
Christmas Ornament giveaway and everyone is asked to hang a few
ornaments on the “tree” for the raffle.  As well, we will have our
Christmas Competition judged by our wives/spouses/significant
others.  So bring your latest creations for the competition.  

Presidents’ Challenge:  Christmas Ornaments.

Keith Robinson
President GHWG 
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New Member $75.00 Member renewal $60.00
New Family Membership $110.00 Reinstatement (late renewal) $75.00
Family renewal $95.00

Membership renewals

Tip of the month

HOW TO FREE A STUCK FACEPLATE (OR CHUCK)

Faceplates provide an easy way to get bowl blanks mounted on the lathe. One downside….the
direction in which they spin is the same direction in which they tighten. That is, of course, a good
thing when it comes to keeping the bowl blank on the lathe. But it can be a bad thing when it comes
to getting the faceplate OFF the lathe. The more you turn, the tighter the faceplate gets. This can
quickly lead to you trying to figure out how to free a stuck faceplate. No problem, we’ve got a
solution for you.

BREAKING IT LOOSE

Some faceplates are faceted so you can put a wrench on them. Others have a hole in them somewhere
you can put a rod into for leverage. But if your faceplate doesn’t, or you don’t have the tool for the
job, there’s another tool that’ll work. Run out to the garage and grab your oil filter wrench. This tool
works perfectly to free a stuck faceplate. They are, after all, designed to grab round things. You’ll
have plenty of leverage and plenty of torque, making it very simple to get the faceplate off.
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Demonstrator Report 

Wyatt Walkem 

Burls 

 

By Maurice Solar 

�

Wyatt Walkem has demonstrated at our club before, 

the last time in April 2018 when his subject was live 

edge bowls.  This time it was burls, also live edge as 

it turned out.  You can discover how versatile a 

turner and furniture maker he is by visiting his 

website http://www.wyattwalkemdesign.com/. 

What is a burl?  According to Wyatt, it is similar to a 

cancerous tumour.  According to Wikipedia “a burl 

(or burr in UK English) is a tree growth in which the 

grain has grown in a deformed manner. It is 

commonly found in the form of a rounded outgrowth 

on a tree trunk or branch that is filled with small 

knots from dormant buds... In some tree species, 

burls can grow to great size. The largest, up to 8 m 

(26 ft), occur in west coast redwoods and can 

encircle the entire trunk; when moisture is present, 

these burls can grow new redwood trees.” Manitoba 

maple (box elder) is a very fast growing tree and can 

also produce large burls.  Big leaf maple and 

eucalyptus also yield nice burls.  There are over 700 

species of eucalyptus, most native to Australia.  Actually Wyatt does buy a lot of eucalyptus 

burls from there, in bulk, mostly brown or red mallee.  

As far as wood figure goes, if you cut the burl vertically parallel to 

the tree trunk, the effect obtained is swirls; if cut horizontally you 

get rays.  Burls are difficult to dry, taking up to 5 years due to the 

fact that there is no consistent fibre direction.  

Burls are rare and expensive.  So Wyatt cores his burls to get the 

most out of any piece.  He initially used the Oneway Easy Coring 

system but found it limited in its flexibility.  So he now prefers the 

McNaughton Center-Saver (available at Lee Valley). 
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Burls are typically lopsided.  So Wyatt finds the centre of gravity by driving 

in a screw close to where he thinks the centre is (on the flat, cut, side of the 

burl), suspends the burl from a string and adjusts as required.  He then drills a 

shallow hole with a forstner bit and uses a four-prong drive centre to turn the 

piece.  Wyatt removes the centre point from the live centre so that he can 

adjust the burl to optimum balance.  And he recommends to switch on the 

lathe at low speed and stand on one side, just in case something happens 

when the lathe is turned on. 

The first step is a tenon to fit the chuck, the second a ¼” step against which 

to sit the chuck, as shown on the right.  The bottom is then shaped (a slight 

ogee in this case).  Sanding is done with a power sanded, starting at 180, with 

the piece stationary and indexed to keep it in place. 

 

Wyatt then flips the piece around and turns the inside (after coring, which he didn’t do in this 

case to save time).  He turns the piece to final thickness in 1” increments, starting of course from 

the wings.  Since burls are tough, he sharpens his tools often and always performs the finish cut 

with a freshly sharpened tool.  He finds it easier to leave the centre nib (rather than try to shear it 

off) and sands it flush.  The turning is then flipped around once again to remove the tenon and 

finish the bottom.  A generous foam pad is used to protect the inside from the wooden square 

jam chuck he sets in the four jaw chuck.  He found that vacuum chucks result in too much 

pressure and crack these turnings as they are so thin.  And in some cases, there are holes in the 

turnings, so a vacuum chuck would not work anyway. 

I would be remiss if I did not mention that Wyatt emphasised safety throughout his demo, 

covering personal protection, proper tool position, lathe and banjo height, lathe vibration, etc. 

Another thorough presentation by Wyatt. 
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Woodturning 101.

The roster for woodturning 101 is now full and we are taking names for a waiting list.  Please note, that in
order to take the 101 Classes you need to be a paid up member of the Guild as well as paying the class fee.
(current fee for woodturning 101 is $45.00 for the course)
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MarketPlace

Wanted:

No wants

For Sale:

I was hoping you could help me by posting some items that I wish to sell.  I have created a website that
contains items that may be of interest and I would appreciate if you could forward the information along to
your members. 

The items are posted on the site Turner's Turnings.http://turnersturnings.ca

I hope that your members will keep the website in mind in the future  as the content will be updated time
goes by and I would welcome inquiries anytime.  

Many thanks,  Sharon Turner-Newlove  
Please email Sharn at sharonpturner@gmail.com
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Lots of Tools in Smithville (posted by Sandy Zimmerman)

I have been asked by Marg Lane to help her re-home her late husband’s woodworking (not woodturning) tools.
She mostly wants them to be put to good use and is open to your offers. They have all be well-cared for and
are in working order. As you can see, Mr. Lane was a big fan of Craftsman tools and walking into his shop was
like going back in time to my dad’s all-Craftsman shop!

I have listed the major tools but there are many hand tools as well, eg., socket sets, measuring tools, clamps,
staple gun, etc. Feel free to call Marg at 905-957-3937 and arrange a time to come see what she has. You can
also call me - Sandy Zimmerman at 905-920-0720 for what information I might have.  Thanks!
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The Guild was approached by Anthony Dups to see if anyone would be interested in his lathe.  He said he
purchased if a couple of years ago and found he didn’t like turning.  Wishes to sell it, asking $400 or best
offer.  Comes with a set of eight starter tools.  The lathe is pretty well new, as are the tools.  Would be a good
starter lathe set for a new turner.  

Contact :  Anthony Dups, 40 Church St., Ancaster, Ont.  905-648-2322

8



November 2019150th Chapter of the American Association of Woodturners

Chip Flyer Sponsors....

6566 Sixteen Road, Smithville
http://woodshedlumber.com/

(905) 957-3933 
woodshedlumber@gmail.com

Once you get yourself to Smithville, ON, along the
beautiful Niagara escarpment, head south out of town
along Port Davidson Road. Take a right at Sixteen
Road (west) and we're about 300m down on the left.

Looking for quality lumber or specialty wood you just can’t find at the big box stores?
• Domestic & Exotic woods, kiln dried lumber and turning blanks.
• We recently recieved hundreds of exotic rounds & squares for turning from Mexico &

South America
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Executive Committee:

President . . . . . . . .Keith Robinson  . . .pres@ghwg.ca
First VP   . . . . . . .Brian Ashton  . . . . .fvp@ghwg.ca
Second VP  . . . . . .Brent Beacroft  . . . .svp@ghwg.ca
Communications  .Tony Osman  . . . . . .communications@ghwg.ca
Membership  . . . . .Sandy Zimmerman .members@ghwg.ca
Hands-On  . . . . . . .Peter Morrill . . . . . .hands-on@ghwg.ca
Treasurer . . . . . . . .Tom Last  . . . . . . . .treasurer@ghwg.ca
Secretary  . . . . . . .Scott Millard  . . . . .secretary@ghwg.ca
Photographer  . . . .Maurice Solar . . . . .photos@ghwg.ca
Members at Large Derek Dix . . . . . . . .memberatlarge1@ghwg.ca
 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Maurice Solar . . . . .memberatlarge4@ghwg.ca
 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Hugh Widdup  . . . . .memberatlarge2@ghwg.ca

If you think you have a way with words, we could use your skills and talents. You may have a number of interesting techniques and
tips you could turn into an article for the Chip Flyer. If you are interested, contact Tony at communications@ghwg.ca

 
 
 
 
 
 

Visit us:  
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

rd oct us tontaCo

 
 
 
 
 
 

Innov  
Tder:

 
 
 
 
 
 

oodworvative W
ools & Supplies

 
 
 
 
 
 

rking
  s

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

wwww

 
 
 
 
 
 

www.stoc.stocwww..www.sto.stocwwwww.stoc

 
 
 
 
 
 

ckrooookrcckroomsoomskrc

 
 
 
 
 
 

l .y co.coyy..pluppupp

 
 
 
 
 
 

mm

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 


