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THE CHIP FLYER
From the President’s Notebook

Keith Robinson

Coming up

Your Executive is
looking at ways we can
continue to provide

demos in this
pandemic time. - stay

tuned

ways to use Zoom to have virtual meetings with our membership.  Zoom is very easy to use and even the
most computer challenged will be able to access the meeting.  If we are successful in using this for our
members, then the next step is to have a virtual demonstration from one of the renown turners who are
utilizing this platform.  So, I would like to entertain a Zoom meeting with interested members to show your
latest turning, socialize with other turners and generally get together.  We will make it short, let say an hour
long and see how it works.  Then we can decide if this is a viable idea.  I will send out further details as it is
developed.  

April has brought us showers and the promise of flowers in May.  It also saw a
continued escalation of restrictions and financial incentives to deal with Covid-
19, an horrific and senseless mass killing of twenty two innocents in Nova Scotia
and just now, the loss of six Canadian Armed Forces personnel in the helicopter
crash.  I am glad to bring in May with the promise of better things.

We had some sad news this month with the passing of two long term members,
Doug Kurtz and Tom Hurst.  This Months Chip Flyer have some kind words
from close members.  I wish to pass on my condolences to their families.  Both
will be sorely missed at the Guild for their friendly and cordial manner and their
contributions and advice to other members.  

Our Guild remains shutdown and I do not see us having the ability to hold
regular meetings until the Fall.  But, all is not lost.  The Executive held a virtual
meeting using Zoom as a platform and it went very well.  So, we are researching 

This month we will draw for the President’s Challenge for both
March and April.  March’s challenge was a platter and April’s was a
goblet of some form.  We had six entries for the platter and two for
the goblet.  Pictures of these turnings are in this Chip Flyer.  I had
my wife pull the winner and they are as follows:

March Platter - Everett Vander Horst $25 The Woodshed Gift Cert. 

April Goblet - Scott Millard  $25 All-in One Wood Gift Cert.

Thank you for taking the time to make your submissions.  

May also hosts our traditional Spring Competition at Exotic Woods.
Unfortunately, we will not be have it at Exotic Woods due to the
Covid-19 restrictions.  But, I feel we can still have a competition on
line.  
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Members can take a photo of their entry with a description of the piece and the competition level it is to be
entered.  It will be submitted with the usual entry form to our photographer, Maurice Solar.  Once we have all
the submissions, Maurice will collate them into the specific categories and they will be published for
members to vote.  Voting will be tabulated and winners announced.  Best of Show will be picked by an
unaffiliated turner from another Guild from the winners of the various categories.  Winners will be announced
in June’s Chip Flyer.  Deadline for entries will be May 21, 2020.

May’s President’s Challenge is: a bowl no larger than 8'

Keith Robinson
President GHWG

In Memoriam - Doug Kurtz

Doug joined in November 96 member no. 169.  He was an
early, active member of the Guild. He served as Treasurer
99-2000.  Doug was a member of the review committee for
our Bylaws and Memorandum of Association in 2012. His
interests were in turning small bowls, ornaments and was
noted for his mintaures and fine turning. 

He was a mentor and friend to all.
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In Memoriam - Tom Hurst

Tom was a native of his beloved Kamloops B.C. where he was a territorial manager for a large cosmetic
manufacture, an avid fresh water sailor , a Canadian Archery Champion and body builder. (Unfortunately
archery wasn’t an Olympic sport at the time, or he may have represented Canada).

When Tom moved to Calgary Alberta with his wife Barbara, he took an interest in wood turning and carving.
Being self taught in the many aspects of the arts he achieved some memorable pieces, such as shown below.

Tom entered and won many first and second place prizes for his turnings at the Calgary Stampede, and wood
shows here in Ontario.

He did demonstrating of wood turning for local distributors of wood turning equipment at various craft and
wood shows throughout Alberta.

Tom’s work was also shown at various venues such as the Marshville Herritage Show, Hernder Estate Wines,
and Jordan Art Gallery here in Niagara.

He was known as a very quiet and respectful individual. He was willing to mentor people who wished to learn
the arts. A thoughtful friend and confidant to many in the GHWG as well as the Niagara Wood Turners Group.
Some of his work can be seen on the GHWG .ca web pages, member gallery, Tom Hurst Demo.

Upon the lifting of the current restrictions, Tom’s remains will be returned to Kamloops to be spread at his
favourite recreational sailing marina.

He will be truly missed.  May he rest in peace.
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Membership Fees

New Member $75.00 Member renewal $60.00
New Family Membership $110.00 Reinstatement (late renewal) $75.00
Family renewal $95.00

President’s Challenge - Platter
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President’s Challenge - Goblet

Other turnings done by members under stay at home
restrictions

Brent Beacroft
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Ron Lippold Tim Moore
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So many people attempt woodturning and struggle with it or give up 
altogether. Others have stuck with it faithfully, trying to advance but 
stayed at a frustratingly low level of achievement. Properly sharpened 
tools will change that. Even if you are an experienced woodworker, 
sharpening woodturning tools is counterintuitive to sharpening 

BENCH CHISELS AND TURNING CHISELS ARE TWO 
DIFFERENT ANIMALS

the tool surface (i.e. planes) for reference for guiding and depth of cut. 
To control the cut effectively, the reference surface must rest against 

fraction too far and you have the idea of an uncontrolled cut.

When using a turning tool, the bevel of the tool rests against the work 
and is therefore the reference surface used to guide the direction and 
depth of cut. Most woodworkers are familiar with honing a secondary 
bevel on a cutting tool to make it sharper by tilting the hone off the 
bevel by a couple degrees. This makes an ultra-sharp edge that is 
also stronger because of the steeper angle. There is no change to 
the reference surface in this case. Because the bevel is the reference 
surface on a turning tool, honing only the edge eliminates the bevel 
as a control surface. Having no control surface produces the “catches” 
that scares the willies out of turners and at the same time prevents 
them from getting the shapes that they want.

HIGHLIGHTS OF A PROPERLY SHARPENED TURNING TOOL

The photo on the left shows the features of a properly sharpened 
skew. This skew has a clean grind from cutting edge (tip) to the end 
of the grind (heel) and a hollow or concave grind, providing a control 
surface from tip to heel. Note the hone marks on both the tip and heel. 
If honing is required, equal pressure is applied to the tip and heel at the 
same time, maintaining the line through the two points, leaving the 
reference surface intact.

Note: Honing is required on a skew. (See page 9)

SHARPENING WOODTURNING TOOLS 
PROPERLY CHANGES EVERYTHING
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The photo above shows not only a proper hollow ground bevel, but  
a second bevel further down to reduce the width of the main bevel  
as well as a rounded heel. On this bowl gouge, the reduced width  
of the cutting bevel provides more maneuverability on inside curves 
and the rounded heel prevents bruising of the wood, however the 
cutting bevel is still wide enough for control. Note the hone lines are 
still on the tip and heel of the cutting bevel.

This photo shows an edge straight off the grinder. This is acceptable  
in all turning tools except a skew. Because both bevels on a skew  
are reference surfaces, the burr from the grinder must be honed away 
on both sides.

SHARPEN ACCURATELY, QUICKLY AND OFTEN

The style of grind on the bowl gouge above is referred to as an “Irish” 
or “swept back” grind, making it a very versatile tool. It is also a very 

SO HOW DO YOU GET THE SWEET, CLEAN, CONSISTENT 
BEVELS?

burns tools) available through retailers dedicated to turning supplies, 
online or otherwise. There are various wheels available.The CBN 
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wheels that I use are about $200 each but worth every penny and pay 
for themselves due to their long life.

be more than offset by the tools that you don’t grind away because 
you remove practically no material each time at the grinder. Bonus 
points for having the same exact grind every time. I guarantee your 
turning experience will be enhanced a thousand-fold because of the 
consistent and sharp edges that you will produce.

Turning tools are more akin to planer knives than bench chisels 
considering the lineal feet they cut in a short space of time. For that 
reason you should be sharpening at least three times in one bowl:

2. Finish cut outside/rough cut inside.

It’s not unusual to have to sharpen more than that depending on 

sharpening is an oft-used skill and the more repeatable it is, the better 
your turning will become.

You MUST be good at sharpening woodturning tools, like it or not. A 
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We already talked about the importance of having sharp tools to be 

was one of the most important accessories you could buy. Choosing a 

HOW TO SHARPEN WOODTURNING TOOLS 
Using a Jig
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the industry. There are a few others available that are “the same only 
different,” so the descriptions here are quite universal. The Wolverine 

 
if you are sharpening bowl gouges with an “Irish” or “swept back”  

a piece of cake.

FIRST, A BIT ABOUT YOUR GRINDER

In the previous section, I commented that your grinder should be 

speed causes balancing issues, which causes excessive vibration. Also, 

carbon steel tools and damage even high-speed steel tools. The tool 
rests on all grinders are inadequate for sharpening woodturning tools, 

however, as soon as the wheel starts to wear, the arc of the concave 
or hollow grind is too severe, weakening the edge. Jigs are designed 

geometry work.

The type of wheel on your grinder is important. Gray stones are too 
hard, so do not dissipate heat readily, burning your tools. White stones 
are very soft, keeping your tools from burning, however, they wear 
down very quickly. Blue stones are the Goldie Locks of grind stones 
for sharpening. They last a very long time, while still being soft enough 
to not burn your tools. CBN (cubic boronitrate) wheels are steel 
wheels with an impregnated abrasive. I love mine because there is no 
vibration, they are always true, they virtually never wear out, and heat 

SETTING UP

detailed instructions about setting up the base plates on your grinder 

Once you’ve turned with those basic shapes, you will develop a 

can be used to support some tools directly, I don’t recommend it. Any 
tools that I sharpen other than spindle and some bowl gouges are 

11
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VARI-GRIND JIG

position with a line so that it can be repeated consistently. I use  
two different settings, some people use only one. Set the extension 
arm at a constant distance from the wheel surface. Because the  
wheel wears down, you cannot measure from the clamp base. Make 

that’s where the most material is to be removed, then carefully  

too much metal at that point. This method offers more control  
than trying to sweep from one side all the way around to the other side 
in one pass.

12
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EXTENSION ARM

The only thing I use the extension arm for is to support the Vari-Grind. 
You can get an accessory that attaches to the extension arm to 
sharpen skews. This isn’t worth purchasing and will limit the number  
of shapes that you can apply to those tools to one. The extension 
arm is not for sharpening spindle and bowl gouges directly from the 
pocket. It will only produce a sharp point on the tool.

FLAT TOOL REST

 

require accurately. Again, it’s all about consistency.

 If it 
binds the wheel, something will break – including the wheel – and you 

Spindle roughing gouges and traditional grind bowl gouges are 
sharpened in the same way. Holding the tool perpendicular to the 
wheel face, rotate the tool from one wing through to the other wing 
until the full bevel has been ground completely. It’s OK and sometimes 
useful to have a very slight angle on the sides of the tool by holding it 

13
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Wanted:

Wanted to Borrow, one tap size 11/4" x 8 to fit the spindle on my General 260 lathe.
I need to thread a piece of wood to fit my spindle .
I have 2 taps if anyone wants them , one is size 11/4" by 7 and one is 1 x 8.
I can be reached at lcollins20@cogeco.ca  or 905 336 3320

thanks 
Len Collins 

For Sale:

FOR SALE:  Lathe, Table Saw, Leigh Dove Tail Jig, Dust Collector
Interested parties please contact Sharon Turner at sharonpturner@gmail.com  or 416 738 2175

General 260 Canadian Made Lathe $1800.00
Specifications

Canadian Made
General 260
Reeves Variable Drive 
4 inch riser block.
Removable Spacer in bed to accommodate larger swing. 
58 inch total, 48 inch bed, 50 inches tall, 20-24 inch swing
1 HP 
Electrical wiring diagram
Steady Rest
6 Face Plates
3 Tool Rests
Banjo
Chuck
Tail stock  Center
2 Spur drives 

Other Toolrests,  curved 8 inch, Square 7 inch General, 12 inch General, 4 inch General

15
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Outboard Equipment Sold Separate $300.00

Outboard Bed
Outboard Faceplates 12 inch and 6 inch 1 1/8 inch thread
Banjo 
Standing floor banjo stand 

16
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TABLE SAW
Rockwell Beaver Motorized 10 inch Canadian Made,
Model 34090A
Cast Iron Top,  Sheet Metal Extension, Folding Outfield
Table, Rip Fence, 3 blades
13.5 amps 
Multiple Cross Cut Jigs, push sticks.
$150.00 

Extra Blades-10 inch Carbide Table Saw Blades 5/8 inch
Bore

1- 100 tooth crosscut
1-80 tooth crosscut
1-72 tooth crosscut
1-freud fusion 40 tooth combination, new in package
1-48 tooth triple chip
$100 lot

Leigh Dove Tail Jig
24 inch.  Model D-1258- R Cabinet Makers
quality tool.  Comparable model sells for $600 at
Lee Valley Tools. 
Complete with Manual.   
Rarely Used.  Like new 
Excellent Condition including manual
Asking $200.00

Dust Collector
1 horsepower C.I.I. 
$100.00

17
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Chip Flyer Sponsors....

6566 Sixteen Road, Smithville
http://woodshedlumber.com/

(905) 957-3933 
woodshedlumber@gmail.com

Once you get yourself to Smithville, ON, along the
beautiful Niagara escarpment, head south out of town
along Port Davidson Road. Take a right at Sixteen

Road (west) and we're about 300m down on the left.

Looking for quality lumber or specialty wood you just can’t find at the big box stores?
• Domestic & Exotic woods, kiln dried lumber and turning blanks.
• We recently recieved hundreds of exotic rounds & squares for turning from Mexico &
South America

18
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Executive Committee:

President . . . . . . . .Keith Robinson  . . .pres@ghwg.ca
First VP   . . . . . . .Brian Ashton  . . . . .fvp@ghwg.ca
Second VP  . . . . . .Brent Beacroft  . . . .svp@ghwg.ca
Communications  .Tony Osman  . . . . . .communications@ghwg.ca
Membership  . . . . .Sandy Zimmerman .members@ghwg.ca
Hands-On  . . . . . . .Peter Morrill . . . . . .hands-on@ghwg.ca
Treasurer . . . . . . . .Tom Last  . . . . . . . .treasurer@ghwg.ca
Secretary  . . . . . . .Scott Millard  . . . . .secretary@ghwg.ca
Photographer  . . . .Maurice Solar . . . . .photos@ghwg.ca
Members at Large Derek Dix . . . . . . . .memberatlarge1@ghwg.ca
 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Maurice Solar . . . . .memberatlarge4@ghwg.ca
 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Hugh Widdup  . . . . .memberatlarge2@ghwg.ca

If you think you have a way with words, we could use your skills and talents. You may have a number of interesting techniques and
tips you could turn into an article for the Chip Flyer. If you are interested, contact Tony at communications@ghwg.ca
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